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WHETHER "AY 
|. . They may Lawfully Subſcribeand De- 
clare as by the late Act of Uniformity is required, 7 

AND 
The ſeveral Caſes thence ariſing , eſpecially 
M | about the 


CO VENA NT: 
we GL nth THRFIESS" 


By Some Pry Non- Caſuniſt 


—"W—_ 
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1 Pet. 4. 19. 


therefore let this that + ſuffer according te the Will of God , commu the keeping 
of therr bags him in well doing at to a Faithful Creater, 
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Primed, inthe Year, 1663. 


EAR mrrrmmom_—_onmmmmm———_— ——_— 


Courteous Reader, 

a 2900 Ur Condition 1s ſad, and the 
ou more ſad, by reaſon of thoſe Se- 
vere Cenſures which Sober , and 
2 ® Learned men paſs upon us, as if 
 peviſhaels and groundleſs Scru- 
puloſity were the only cauſe of our preſent 

Crols. 

Do we needto Appeal to Cod that we 
love our ſelves ? Weconceive Natural Men 
ſhould beleive us without it; And if we 
may be beleived thereig ,can 1t be ſu poſed 
we would not willingly. TECELVT ſatis! action 
to our Doubts ? 

Letus tell thee we have read what hath 
been written to offer us ſatisfaction , but we 
find none. 

'The Grand Cafe of the preſent Miniftcy 
hath made the faicelt profler , as profellledl y 
written for our ſake tohelp the pinch of our 

A 2 Caſc 


petations an left us-on che Rack: of our 
doubts, or" rather Shipwrack of our Reſo- 
eg REECE... | 

Leaſt we ſhould by a ſinful Silence juſti- 
fy the ſevere Cenſures which paſs upon us ; 
We bave adventured to digelt,qur diflatil- 
factions in the enſning Tract,chat our haſ1- 
rancie' in the conformity expected from 
_ may be viſible, andif poſlible remo- 
ved. = 

Bat now we have-ſtated our doubts, we 
are in'doubt of ſome ſevere moderation by 
the Interpoſition of Authority, yet why do 
we doubt ? did ever the Englith Proteſtanc. 
Genus determine a-Crime in a ſober, Difpu- 
tation ? We afhirme nothing, only urge i 7 
ſticketh with us as the Remora to that Ne- 
gation which 1s expected from us. | 

In the following Traf&t it might be- cx- 
peRed we ſhould have ſaid ſomthing to the 
Caſe of Reordination, but we are not there- 
tn concerned ; and our Reverend Cafuiſt 


faith nothing bur turneth us over to Mr. 
Humphry whoſe ſad experience of the Fact- 


he 


Eaxſex,/ bury yet: ithathalſo/faiked our tx-- 


LIMI 


he retracts, and yer defends, doth add no Hir- 
cle to the real weakneſs of his Argumencati- 
on}.on that.pgint ; .we could, tell thee: we 
have feen two ſeveral Anſwers, to, his laſt 
—_ on this Subject ,. which are ſmothered 
eaſt their appearance ſhould break their 
bruiſed Reed , and add Affliction to him 
whom God hath gricved. Unto this Trea- 
tiſe with which we deal is added ſome con- 
{iderations about admitting ſome inexpedi- 
encies, for the neceſſity of our Miniſtry ug- 
to this "which we think ſufficiently obnox- 
tous to exception) we have ſaid nothing, be- 
cauſe we have admitted , and could admit 
many inexpediencies for the Liberty of our 
Miniſtry , and our Conſcience doth con- 
ceive formal , poſitive , and ſpecial fin in 
what is required from us; So that until 
the Ac be acquitted from Sin , the Caſe of 
Neceſlity and expediency cannot take place 
in out”Souts. —S 
Through the whole we wiſh it may be 
obſerved we may appear as Apologiſts for 
eur non-complyance with what is required, 
rather then as Antagoniſts to what is afhr- 
med 


med : We have therefore propemantad our 
own diſlatisfa&tions , rather then diſpuced 
againſt what is urged by the Reverend Au- 
thor of the, Grand Cafe of the preſent Miniftry, 
to whom our doubts are directed, 


memes 


A 
SHOHT SVRVEIGH 
' OF THE 
GRAND (A4S4h 
© OF THE 


Preſent Miniſtry, 


VVhether they may Declare and Subſcribe 


as is required in the A tor &xiformity , in an Epi- 
{tle tothe Author of the Grand Caſe. 


——————— — 


The Preface. 
Reverend Sir , 


E, ſome of your Brethren in compaſſion to whons 
L \/ yow have been pleaſed to compoſe and publiſb 
. your Candid and elaborate Tra, Entitnled 
the Grand Caſe of the preſent Miniſtry. Having ſeriouſly 
confidered the ſame, as being therein concerned ; after ſome 
filence, have affwmed the Loldneſs of addreſſing theſe Lines 
wazo you, thankfully to acknowledge your Zeal, Sobriety and 
Charity, therein expreſſed ; and modeſtly to ſignify to you , it 
bath n0t made on that Impre ſſion,ner produced that effe, 
you might rationally promiſe to your ſelf, and our ſelues can- 
not but obſerve it bath effefied in many others, Tet, Sir, 
2. We 


ho + 


2. we nfl and do acknowledge your ons "ib ſeriom 
Preface, moſt truly ſtating the Caſe of ſelf-cretzed $ifte- 
rings ; and the ſinfalneſs thereof ; hath ſeized gw we? Spjraty 
with no mean force, 

3. Truly, Sir , we are not a little troubled to apprehend 
men, yes miſe and learned men reprebend us as felones de 


te,we baveeſteemed life ſweet , ad are preſſed td perfue the - 


preſervation thereof, not only tn reference toour ſelves , but 
alſo in reference to our wives and Chilgren ; ſome of them 
canmake our hearts ake, crying for zhe bread of \our. [ate loſt 
Ben efices, and ſokeep us from any proud, profuſe , contempt 
of the comfortable livelyboods we ard enjoy. x 

4 The thoughts of being fares de-ſes gewuchyerrifh w, 
we are convinced we are not our _ our AN ons;ouy Parts, 
our Miniſtry, are Gods, his Churches, and the Xipgs , 
whence of , >» wot withhold" the font 8 rn oY 


ſuperſeded by ſome ſin , which we dave wot commit and break 


through for the greateſt good. 


5+ Toumake our hearts tremble when Boanerges like you. 


" 


ronounce w, Proditors de ſe, and that in the great con- 
cermments of our — , "Mearerto wthen all our lives , 
as committed to u4 for the ſalvation of pretioxs Souls”, many 
more then our own, or theſe of our own houſcholth. 7 © 
6. The conſideration of theſe things, hawg co ain 
to preſs upon you, and to preſent to you our. diſatis fatFon 
(and the grounds thereof) 12 your ſerious: txpliciBons off; and. 
expoſiuletions with 14, in the matters which appear'to you the, 
Grand Caule of our preſent caſe, to which we beg your leave 
to paſs with all plainneſs and brewuty , that if you can conun-. 
ciaglyreply tot, wemay bleſs Goa for you , as 0u7. Kedeemer ) 
out of our. preſent dark and comfortleſs condition." :, + _ | 
C 


[9] 
The Grand Caſc, - 


Fr hether it be Lawful to declare, as is required inthe late 
AF , Int#uled an A# for Knifermity of Publick Pra- 
Jers. 


IR, your book doth profeſs to deal' with ſuch ho could 

C onform, but could net declare and ſu mo what u required in, 
and by the Alt of m—_— bur you wholly paſs by thoſe men, 
who are at 4inſt the wſe of rhe Common Prayer Book: We Sir,muſt 
needs conteſs our (elyes,ro be Miniſters of the Ranck with whom 
youdeale; yet we muſt profeſs we ſhould rejoyce to ſee fome 
SatisfaQory diſcontſe direfted ro the latter , many of whom we 
know to be men of Learning and ſobriety , faithful Subje&s to 
of Kiog, and profitable Miniſters iv, and to the Church of 
God, 

2. Theſe men we dodiſcerne toſtumble, at a Litargie, geve- 
rally (throughour all As in Minilirationof Gods Ordinances,) 
and Excluſively (io that men muſt be ryed to thoſe forms , and 
none other.) ſ»opoſed, becauſe they conceive the' Modifying Gods 
Ordinances in, and to the Church by perſonal Miniſterial Ges » is 
the formal Att in and by which they muſt fulfill the Mimftrey to 
them committed. — 

3. Theſe men are, Sir, of Age ſufficient toſpeak for thern- 
ſelves, and do complain they have ſpoken , and are Anſwered 
by Rigewy without Reaſon, we ſhall therefore leaverhem rothem- 
ſelves, and being frogled out by you, we ſhall adventure co ſpeak 
for our ſelves, becauſe for our ſake ir is you have been pleaſed ro 
take ſogreat pains, 

4. Sir, we take it for granted, you conceive the Declarations 
required from us, to be Tantamount ro an Oath, they are to be 
Solemnly made in the Congregation, by Minifters qua Minilters 
ofthe Goſpel, in which virbuzs ſacerdetis is the Sacred River of 
char Obligation, which reſulreth from ſuch Declaration, to our 
Conſcience inthe = of God, and his Church, 

5+ On this Conſideration, we preſume you will have cw 

B table 


Pa, 1+ 


Ba, 2, 3J' 


| | to] _ 
rable apprehenſions of our preſent Hzlifiancie as tothe Subſcrih - 
ng and publiſhing ſuch Declatations, for it is a S»are to devoure 
holy things, and after Vows to make enquiry, and we ſhall in unbi- 
afled Jalgemens weigh your grounds on which you detkrmine 
this Caſe, affirmatively moving inour Obſervation, according to 
the Methed of your Argumentation, 


The Declarations are theſe two, by. you truely 
Tranſcribed. 


The Fucſt is this, 


» A. B. 0 here declr ae my unfeigned aſſent , and conſent to 
J all and every hive ra jaw pre rides in, 
and by the Beek Emtituled, The Book of Common Prayer, and Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacrameut,and ther Riter,and Cerimonies of the 
the Church , according to theuſe of the Church of England, to ge- 
ther with the Pſalter or Pſalmes of David , pointed 4s they are to be 
tag es ſaid in Churches , and the forme, or manner of making , 
Or 


mng, or Couſecrating of Biſhops, Pregſts or Decons, 
The Secondis this, 


FT. A B 0 Declare that it 1s not lawful upon pretence what- 
ſeever to take Arms againſt the King, and that I 
do abhor that Traiterous Poſition of > 1 Armes , - his Autho- 
rity againſt his perſon , or againſt thoſe Commiſſuned by him , and 
that 1 will conforme to the Litnrgie of the Charth of England as it 15 
now Eftabliſhed by Law; and I do des lare that I do hold there lies no 
obligation upon me,or any other perſon from the Oath commonly called 
the Solemn League and Covenant, to endeavony any Change or al- 
teration of Government, either in Church or State, and that the ſame 
was in its ſelf au unlawful Oath, and impoſed on the Subjetts of this 
Realme, againſt the known Laws , and Liberties of this King- 
dome, 
Theſeare the Declarations which you affirme may be ſub- 


fcribed and made;as is required,your reaſons for this your Judge- 
ment 


[12] 
ment you produce in the particular following Caſes, whith we 
ſhall confider, 


ether it be Lawful to declare in the words of the Firſt 


Declaration. 


F- firſt of the Declarations you diſtribute into ewo _ \ Pa, 4. 
that which concerneth the Z:irergie, and chat which con- 
cerneth the Book of Ordination, 

#” 2. You firſt determine concerning the latter of theſe viz.7be 
forme and manner of Making, Ordaining and Conſecrating Biſhops, 


Preiftt, and Deacoxs ; and derermine it Lawful thus to declarein p,., .. 


this parr ofthe Declaration which you chus enforce: Afoſt that 
beve Livings have ſubſcribedthis already,at their Ordination, and 
read their allowance of it, openly to their ſeveral Congregations upon 
their Induttion, befides had net this beenrequired m the Aft, who 
knows mt that noConformity without ſubſcribing and reading the nine 
and thirty Articles could legally ſaſfice, To this Sir , we ſay - 

3. Our queſtionisnot what could /egally ſuffice, but what may 
be Conſoiemtionſly done ; for this muſt not be violated unto the 
ſatisfacrien of thar, 

4- Your Argument, is ab Argument of fact , which if ad- 
micred true, will not conclude your Reſolution; for you well 
know a falts ad js will not follow, raoſt have done it, therefore 
all may lawfully do ir, is Logick ; which the fear of God fayonr- 
eth not, Yet Sir: 

5. We preſume to gainſay your confident Aﬀertion, That the 
oſt who had Livings, had at the writing your book, , ſubſcribed the 
forme and mazney of Making, Ordaining, and Conſecrating Biſhoys, 
Preifts, and Deacons, required by this Att, cannot but conceive 
ſrangely of ir; we do not know che moſt who ther had Livings, 

.and therefore cannor ask them the queſtion ; but we think they 
mutt he mof of them Reordarned according to the new Forme , 
Presbyterial Ordination had ſure been very Ative , and _ 
B 2 ve, 
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I2 
five Fed Presbyters' were eaſe Wheelers, who had well 
learned Tempora mm tanticy C7 ns wutamur ab illis, 

6, Sir, give us leayeco tell yon , we had good Livings until 
the 24th, of Augaſt 1662, and yet we were not of the Numbec 
of rhoſe who ſubſcribed this Book , Ferme and manner at our Or- 
dination, and we believe mo(t who were then iv Livings', td 
Epiſcopally Ordained, were in the ſame common Capacity with 
vs, and ſubſcribed rhe Book which we ſubſcribed , and Cure this 
Book was not then born, if conceived in our Biſhops brain, ic 
was not brought into the World many days before this Book of 
yours which giverh it ſuck, 

7. We mult indeed conteſs we have been informed chat the moſt 
of rhe Miniſters in Cheſhire (andir may be ſome other Dioceſs ) 
in zeale or love to their Livings (more manife(t then Conſcien.e 
or diſcretion) did by a Monſtrous implicice faith ſubſcribe this 
Book before the 24thof Auguſt, Theſe may evince ſomething of 
your Argument a fatto, and yer we muſt tell you they were not 
all chen Orcdained, and if this will conclude ad jus , we muſt tell 
you theſe men did ar the ſame time,ſublcriþe the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer,and both theſe Declarations,and all this they didin 
obedience to the AR for Uniformity betare their eyes ſaw either 
of theſe Books; Erge all may lawfully ſo do, | 

8, Moreover, Sir, we mult preſnme co acquaint you that we 
know the Reading ſo many of thirty nine Articles, Which contain 
enly the Dotirine of Faith, or of the Sacraments, with an omilthon 
of that which concerned the book of Conſecration would Legally 
ſuffice, we are confident you will make no more of this forme 
and manner of Making, Ordaining and C onſecrating Biſheps, Preift s, 
and Deacons, ſave a Political though Eccleſiaſtical order, andrhar 
neicher DoQtine of Faith nor Sacraments, and. an Afſent ro ſuch 
Articles as contain Thoſe, and O»ly thoſe is required by the Law; 
The Statute which dictateth Legal ſufficiency, 

9. We expe, Sir, you ſhould reply to us, that the Book of + 
Conſecration Eſtabliſhed by King Edward the S1xth and enforced 
by Queen Elizabeth, is much what the ſame with this, and 
rherefore in ſubſcribing that, we have ſubſcribed chis, 

Io. Good Sir,excuic us, /ins:le non et 1dem, there are in this 
book ſome Additions, and alterations which were not in _ 

an 
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13 
and this may barr our ſubſcription to this ; Moreover, Sic, the 
forme of ſubſcription required by this Law, is ſuch as was never 
required before by any law, nor given by us toany form or man- 
ner of Ordination and Conſecration, This requiring our wfeig - 
ned Aſſent and conſent which we unfeignedly profeſs we cannot 


give, : Bod | 
x *, Bur, Sir, You have hic the white in your conjecture, that 


the firſt part of this Declaration 1s that which ſticketh with us, P?. ©: 
( viz, ) that which concerneth the Book of Common Prayer”, and is **7 


thus expreſſed. 

I, A. B. Do declare my unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to all and 
every thing contained and preſcribed in and by the Book, Enticuled, 
The Book of Common» Payer, &c, For , Sir, alchough we could 


- have conformed, we could not , nor (con'idering what you have Pa:: 6: 
ſaid) can we yer make and ſubſcribe this Declacation, though $:# 7: 


we are not like Children affrighted wich a /oang Title , we are not 
injudgement ſatisfied to declare concerning .the Book what ts 
required, 

I2, WeSir, embrace your Sada , and will nat (et an edge on 
the wordes to wound our ſelves; yer we mutt ſay, your gloſs doth 
not ſo much as dull che edge your ſelf hath puc upon the words; 
yo tell us the Ob;ett. of our Aſſent ani Conſent 11 not the words 
but things, there are ſeveral expreſſions which though we could ſafe- 
ly read, yet we do not ſo heartily approve them , as we ſeem to be re- 
quired, net every thing as there expreſſed , but every thing contained 
in the expreſſion: muſt have our Aſſent, 

I3. Sir, We mult be bold co tell you our Controverhie is 
about Wordy things, a Liturgy , a Rubcick , a Forme, of Prayer, 
and che like : Tnzqueſtion is whether theſe be r:ght words, to be 
pronounced > anJ a fit forms to be uſed , that in our Miniſtry we 
may be boun4 co 1ſe theſe and nwn2 other, ? anJ as ſuch Sir, your 
things are words, and matters expreſſed, is the Mode of expreſſion ; 
ro which, our Conſent and Afizne muſt be yielded ; the Aﬀenc 
20a Creed may have the matter expreſſed for its object ;. bur Aſ- 
ſent and Conſent ro a Common Prayer Book hath no adequate 
objz& burthe Mode, Words , Expreſſions, Forms. to be ſed and 
pronownced; though Sir, we could Minilter in and by ſome ſuch 

Expreitions, we muſt be well adyiſed before we declare an mfeig- 
”e 


| [74 ] 

-ued Aſſent and Conſent thereunto, The Nonconformailts genea{ly 
allow rhe matter of Do&rine , or Petition , in the Comman 
Prayer, expreſſed and comained , and have ever quarrelled che 
Mode, as not a full and fit werdy Direftov or determination of 
the miniſtration direRted in and by it, 

14. Bur,Sir,admitting your gloſs; ſome things contained in ſuch 
expreſſions, & ſignified by ſuch words,are ſuch ro whick we cannot 
A ſſent nor conſent:For Inftance,in the Abſolution,a werd is alrered 
which we conceive hath altered the thing , (#herefore we beſeech 
him to graxt us true Repentance , 8c, In the old Book is a formal 
Prayer ) bur (/et «s Beſeech hins inthe new book, ) ſeemeth ro alter 
it into an authorirative Sacerdotal abſolution Which we are not 
convinced to be a Randing peice of ſolemn Worſhip in every ap- 
proach to God, or into a Miniſterial exhortation of the people, 
and then nor to ſtick at the impertinent Amen ofthe people, 
thereto ſabjoyned; we are to be convinced that the words of 
the Lords Prayer are the neceflary and only lawful Perition for 
po of ſin in every approach to God, yer thatis conſtantly ſub- 
Jjoyned, 

15. Again, Sir, Anſwer , inthe Rubrickis a word, but-the di- 
reion of popular reſponds; the Invitation, Accompany me with 
ane, bumble voice, and ſay after me , the different Charatters inthe 
yo DJ Peritiopary parr of the Letavy and Decalegne are directions for 
Pa. 58, Popular Conclamarions, alf which (be not offendedifwerell you 
in Mr, Croftons DialeR) is ſo direity repugnant to the Apoſtles 
rale ; Let all things be done decently and in order ; who in the caſe of : 
extrarrdinery & immediate Elolitions of the ſpirit allowed the people 
10 more , ſave an audible Amen: That we dare nor aſſent nor 
conſent to things contained in theſe words, 

16, Again, Sir, Holyis an adjun& ro Table frequent in this 
book, and Fgnifieth a Thing which we cannot admit ; we know 
no h2lineſsot places or Intiruments under the Goſpel, yer will 
contend that ſuch be handſome : Sir, Mr, Crofton whom. you 
ſpecially aflaulr hath ro our knowledge oppoſed the Prophane 
neglett ,contempt, and abuſe of the Churches : Irreverend , unman- 
werly uſage of the Table, reſerved for the Miniſtration of rhe 
Lords Supper, and the Coxſecration of Churches , holineſs of Tar 
ble: wich an equal vigor, 
17. Again 


L15 

17, Again, Sir, The coryupe Tranſlation of the Pſalter, or 
Pſalme: of David, pointed (unto manife(t non-fence ) to be ſung or 
ſaidin Churches , varying the Text from the Original , yea from 
che truth ir ſelf, rendring it contrary thereunto 1n thoſe ſeveral 
particulars excepted againſt by the Non-conformiſts, whoſe loud 
and long clamour, would have engaged the correion of errors, 
ſo groſs , and obvious, yer eventheſe things are retained and re- 
rurn2d, as things contained in and preſcribed by this Common Prayer, 
book, and to which we muſt declare our unfeigned afſenc and 
conſent : To this, Sir, we may and mult add the corrupe Tranſla- 
tion of the fourth Commandement ," (wherefore the Latd bleſſed 
the ſeventh day, and hallowed ir) conttary tothe Original Text, 
the Bible Tranſlation, and theprudenc corre&ion thereof , made 
inthe book prepared for and ſent into Scor/axd, by our late Pre- 
lates : Though, Sir, we could ſubmiſſively beare theſe thipgs , our 
Reformation not being at the firſt perfe&t ;yer before we declare 
our unfeigned afſent and conſent to ſuch words, ſpeaking things ſo 
falſely,we muſt have a better Argument then this (you are nor 
concerned in the Expreſſions ) which expreſſions are manifelt di- 
re&ions, and fignifications wiltully rerayned , and ſeyerely impo- 
ſed after and againſt undeniable exceptions and earneſt Petitions 
for Reformation, 

18, Give usleave to add one more (viz.)rhoſe words in Bap- 
tiſme ; It is certain by Gods word that Children being Baptized dy- 
ing before they commit altnal ſin, are undoubtedly ſaved. 

I9. Sir, itis true, theſe are bur words , and as expreſſion, but 
theſe words containin them a Poſition and Dettrine aflerred with 
the certainty of an Article of Faith, ro which we cannot conſent - 

ve can Chriſtianly beleive che Regenerating Nature, Uſe, and 
efficacy of Bapriſme , and charirably hope the ſalvation of ſuch 
who die ſubjected thereunto, but that. the #ndoxdbred ſalvation of 
all baptized Infants dying before they commit attnal ſin 1s crtain by 
the Scriptures, We confeſs we cannot ſee, nor do we beleive, 
we do beleive Gods Soveraign Elettion and Reprobation of perſons, 
The Scripture doth declare, God loved ]acob and hated Eſau , the 
Children being not yet born , much leſs Baptized , nor having do: 
good or evil, « bs the purpoſe of God might and according to Electi- 


©: 29t of works, that all who paſs undet the adminiſtration of a ſa- 
vg 
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Saving Ordinance are "98: "NP is not cleare from Scrip- 
cure, but rather the contrary, things chat are revealed belong un- 
co vs, and to our Children, ; 

19, We cannot bur hope 'you will in a ſecond review of theſe, 
and the like expreſſions, finde our atſent and conſent 15 required 
rothoſe Words, which Withour forming an edge to wonnd our ſelves, 
do contain and preſcribe things to which no rational man in his 
right minde can declare the ſame, Rp” | 

20, We now proceed to conſider another Objetion which 
you fate and reſolve in this Caſe, v:z, 

Though we conld Hſe the things, it 150nly for peace ſake, and in #- 
bedience to Authority,aud not = we would chuſe or can abſolutely 
approve of theſe things indifferent, 

Torhis Sir, you tell ug we may not approve Abſolutely bur 
C 'mparatively, : 

The firſt you ſay in Charity teeny Governonurs we conceive tobe ve- 
quiredin the Declaration, becauſe it ts impoſſible, all men ſhould in 
ſo many perticulars, and varions Circumſtances be of one minde: 
Bur Sir, 

21, We humbly conceive we do not break Charity to our 
Govermors, ifwe conclude that they knowing all me could not in 
ſo many perticulars, and various circumſtances be of one minde ; 
and believing Knuanimiry tobe the bond of Kniformuty, did deter- 
minc ro knock oft trom publique Miniſtrarion inthe Church , all 
who were nor of the ſame minde, and who would not Declare 
che ſame inſuch words as were by them preſcribed, 

22, Truly Sir, we ſee very little cauſe to believe the AR will 
allow ſach a Comparinive approbation of the Commun Prayer book. 


as you doexp:cis- It might ſomchane ſatisfy us, if we had our aſ- , 


ſurance from our Legiſlators that ſuch aComparative apprebation 
would fatisfy the Law, but chey are herein filent , and he 
Law giveth not ſufficient Reaſon on which we may conclude 
i, 

23. You ſay the Groand: of this Afſent and conſent are nat ſpect- 
fied inin the A,ii by the Groundr you mean rhe Reaſons inducing 
the Leriflators ro -equire ſuch as aſſent and conſent ; we muſt be 
bold rodeny whit you ff m. 2ndinrieate you to let ns know 

what you make che,c words inches Att ; Now in regard that ne- 
, thing 


fired by all. geod men, ) not to the honour of ogr Religion, and the 
propag ation thereof, then an Univerſal agreement inthe publich wor- 


. ſhip of Almighty God, and to the end Knifermity may be effett- 


ed, is enatted &c, Sir, we know not how to underſtand an Eng- 
xliſh Lye if Kntverſal Agreement, and Uniformityto be effeRed, be 
not declared Grounds for enjoying ſuch a Declaration of Aﬀenr, 
and Conſent. 


| 17 . 0 | 
nothing conduceth tothe [etling to 7 in this Nation (whith i de- 


24. Such a Comparitive Aſſent aud Conſent, as you aſſert will Pa.g:1o 


not well paſs as wwfe:gned , avoiding a ſevere Pezalty ſecuring 4 
goed Living, anda Legal opporiunityef ſerving the Charch , net 
ſhewing our ſelves croſs to Amthority , and delivering onr Family 
from rume,are bad enducements toan wyfeigned Af ent avd Con- 
ſent all men will underſtand them Temprations to a Faint wn- 
feignad Aſſent and Conſent, let what will be required, ifthis com- 
pariſon may bear weight, ir ſhall not paſs wichour an unfeigned 
Aflent and Cobſert, 


25. Sir, we ſee with lictle cauſe you have toquarrel, that it Pa: 16. 


is repotred the Aſſent avd Conſent declared muſtbe Free ; For 
Sir, this Freedomse is neceſſary and Efſential to awfeigned: An ARt 
Extorted will never be judged #»fe:gyed, buc ſuſpeRted of Hypo- 
crifie ; if any report it to be expreſſed in che Declaration, lec 
them beare their blame , bur cruely we think it is unavoidably 
implyed, 


26. Sir, To remove all ſernples from us for ever, you offer us the p, 


Aft for the interpretation of it ſelf, It would to ſome of us be 
worth ſome hundreds by the year, if you could lend us your un- 
derſtanding alſo ; we grant to you that the words, immediate! 
forgoing the Declaration are theſe , Every A_ declare his 
ugfeigned Aﬀſent and C onſent, to the uſe of all things in the ſaid book, 
contained and preſcribed intheſe words and nome other, Burt what 
chen, 

27. Weagreewith you, we muſt declare our unfeigned Aſ- 
ſent and Conſent bur to what ? To all rhingewith reſpett to their 
uſe, and that in theſe words, and no other; Bur Sir, thar this refer- 
eth our Aſſent and Conſent to the ofing Att , and That only we 
cannot ſee, theſe Acts have for their Oby:A, All things contained 
& preſcribed in and by the Book of Common Prayer,&c,And the uſe 

| C thereof 
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thereof is che Epd ab chis Aﬀent and Conſent go that the AR purs 
this plain Incerprecation on che requiredDeclaratian, Every Mins- 
feer ſhall Wniformely uſe the book, out wnanimity being the ſpur and 
bond. of  Wniformity , they (hall declare an Wufeigned Aſſent and 
Cenſent to all things contauned and preſcribed in and by the beok ;, So 
that:we muſt ſe.che Bookwith a inde perſyaded of the Truth 
and Goodneſs of the things to he uſed, 

23. This Senſe of the Law we are induced to-receive be- 

Cauſe, | | 

1. This Declaration Reſpetteth the uſe of the Comomon Prayer , 
and is the Security of Kafeignedneſs inthat, Act ; the uſe of it with- 
out 4 Miude frily Afeming to rhe things contained , and Freely 
conſexting to the things preſcribed in and by this Book, would be 
bur formal, forced,and feigned ; we are confident our Legiſlators 
intended to.obviare all haltings in Conformity, and this is only 
done by requiring an ptignes Aſſent and Conſent to the uſe ; up- 
onan unfeigned Aſſent aud conſent , to all and everything therein 
contained aud preſcribed. j 

2. The Uſe of the book is not once mentioned in the Declara- 
tions as the Obje& of the Aſſet and conſent , butthe Things 
therein contained aud preſcribed are ever expreſſed iv the Declara- 
tion, , and the (8 5 18 expreſſed inthe Lav , only as che Exd 
ſecured by the Declaration, 

3. Hnrverſal agreement in the publick Worſhip of Almighty God, 
is declaced co beche ground of this Law; and Zaiformity 14 the end 
thereof, both which can be only effeRted by the wnarimity ofthe 
Adminiſtrators, in the things tobe by them uniformely uſed, 

4+ The vſing Aft is provided for, promiſed,and ſecured by the 

nexr following Declaration incheſe tearms', ([ do declare that 1 

will Conforme ts the Litergie of the E huxchof England « it 6 now 

Eſtabliſhed by Law,)Conftorme ; what is that to a Miniſter ? Bur 

ehat I will #ſ+ ze , and the the things contained ard preſcribed 1n 

and by it: This is Sir, your own ſenſe of Conformity ; and ſure 

Sir, you will not ſay this ſecond Declaration doth Aftuw agere 

do over what was done in the firſt Declaration , theſe rwo muſt 

differ each from other ; That Declareth Afſent and Conſent to 

the Matter and Things, This tothe ARt and Xſc thereof ; Sir , 

until your ſenſe of the Declaration be cleared from theſe excep- 
r10oNns 


[19]. 
tions or declared by the Legiſlators, give us leave to tell you 
We could do ſome things dire&ed in the Kubrick," but cannot Aſent 
or Conſent ts the direft ion, 

We could at the Communion commend the peoy to the Charity 
of the peoy!s, bur we underſtand not their other Dever:ionsrobe 
then ——_ , the affefed tile Offerterie maketh it look like 
ſomeching exploded ar onr firſt Reformation from Popety. 

We could receive the Collection from the Deacons or Church- 
Wardens and place it on the T able, batwe underſtand not the hwum- 
ble preſenting and placing it on the holy Table,it hereby ſoundeth 
like a port” we Could Eate and Drink,the remaine: of Bread , 
«ad Wine with ſome of theCommunicants,but we know no diltinQi- 
on (Communion ended ) between Conſecrated and ap 
Elements, not ſee'we on what d ro Conſent apd Aflent char 
the one be Eater at the Holy Table by the Priiſt and Communi- 
Fantr,and rhe other Taken home tothe Curates Heeſa | 

We could hanſomely cover the Bread with a Napkin, but we 
underſtand not what is meant by Reverent placing then on the 
Holy Table, and covering tham with « Linnen Cloath, not can we 
Aſc nt or Conſent thereunto, RY 

29. Reverend Sic, Our Fathers were, and onr ſelves thight be 
content in ſome things to 6 ene with Reme, when our face 
was from hers, but we c unſeignedly Aſſent and Canfenc 
unto ſuch Simbolizing wich her ; Now moſt men thiok , 

and Nonconformiſts boldly affirme our face is towards her, yet 
we pray for the peace and Glory of Exglends Church , that the 
Goſpel may in her Flouriſh in Power and Purity, - 


95. 


C9 '' Caſfell. 
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Caſe I. 


pPhetber it be lawful declare inthe words of the ſecond De- 
Caſe. 3th, claration. | 
Pagl3:14 7, Se we muſt tell yau, The many words 1n this Declaration 
affright us not, yet.we Cannot bur be afteedto obſerve 
che pzrſons whoquarreled at the Covenant, to impoſe an Oath , 
or Declaration Tantamount ,, ſo full of words ,. Twrpe eſt Ds- 
Ffors, | 
- * 2, Bur we conſent toattend your mgtion in taking this De- 
claration in peices;' and you, diftribure 1c. inco three parts, that 
which concerns theTaking Armes againſt the King, Conformity, 
andthe Oath,calledthe Solemne League and Covenant , in eachof 
which we ſhall conſider your reſolution and Reaſons ; The firſt 
part yaudivide into theſe rwo. Caſes. 
Sy Caſe 111... 
caſe 3. I Whether-it be lawful for us to delare that it is wot lawful 
Pr, 15:  wpon any pretence whatſoever, to take Armes againſt the. 


Pr 


! «ab v, 


__ Caſc IV. 


2. whether it be lawful to declare that we abhoy that Trai- 
terous Poſition of taking Armes by the Kings Authority , 
agarnſt his iPerſon , or thoſe that are Commiſſioned by 
bm. - 


Eaſe 4, 
Pa.ls.17. 


1, C Ir, Theſe two you conclude in the Affirmative on ſo 
ſharppromiſes chat none dare, or in prudence can ſpeak 
the Negatiye,or withſtand you ; Tewey and Tybarne ate terrible 

* places, 
_ This parc of che Declaration doth pot much. concerp us ; 
| Our. 
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out oppoſition to the lace Rebellion againſi the Kingy our reſi8- 
ance of the Armes taken againſt him ; our conliancy of Loyalty 
under the Croſs ; do londly wicneſs you and we cannot be in this 
particular at any great diſtance; yer we know ſome Loyal hearts 
who ſtumbl2, for whoſe ſake we wiſh you had more thoroughly 
argned thoſe Caſes by ſome Medinm which they might vencure 
to meer you ar, we will cet] you what we haye heard whiſpered 
by men of Loyal hearts, | 

3. Some ſay this Declaration i; the perſonal affettion of a pre- 
fent private opinion, which being changeable can give noſecuri- 
ty, and ſo reacherh nor the end for which ic is exacted ; theſe men 
in zeal to his Majefly could piſs a Promiſſory Oath that they 
would not take Armes againſt the King, tor they conceive their At 
is fully wichin their power, though che ſtronger reaſons they may 
meet with in men or books, may alter their preſent opinions 
though declared under the moſt ſacred Oath, 

4, Some ſay this Declaration is Dogmatical; by perſons whoſe 
Opimon cannot end the Political ſtrife which hath been, and is 
in the World abont ir, and ſo it cannot reach the end offo ſo- 
lemn Declaration, Theſe nmble that the rearms are ſoindefi- 
nite as torender the Pohtion applycableto every Kinzdome. 

5- Some ſay the tearms are dub:ox if not falle, ir being inde- 
finicely inſerted , Jr :s not [awful to take Armes againſt the King, 
on any pretence whatſoever ; Theſe think though this may be true, 
and ſquare to the Lawes of this Kingdome , the conflicntion of 
other Kingdomes may make ir contrary , and althovgti exr King” 
:5, and we hope ever will be ſoqualified that in reference ro him 
ze may be true; yer itisnor impoſſible for a King Regs perſanam 
exuere,, in a narural or moral madneſs, or Phrenhie , torurn Ty= 
rant, yea Beaſt, waving his Royal Place, violently extrajudicially, . 
extramagilterially ro aflaulr his Subje&, as Saul/did David: In 
rhis caſe men rhink Nature doth di&are ic, and Scripture doth 
Juſtifiea man , Se defendends vim vi repellere , to rake Armes, 
chough by rallying che men of Belial, not to reſiſt yet to reffram 
che King , and thoſe whoare Commiſhoned by him, unal they 
make good their retreat, and more ſafely run our of hisreach: 
And chis Sir, is ſome prerence, on whichto ſpeak of the Law of 


Nature, is not as you affirme a Swbterfuge, and in anſwer to 2 
*W : 


[2] . . 
what ſaith the Scriptnre > they ſay it ſeemerh to be their Sheild, 
rhis prerence being (quare to and conhitent with profefied obe- 
dience. 

6 To ſore it ſoundeth harſh ro declare it a trayterens Poſition 
to take Arms by the Kings authority againſt the Kings perſon or 
thoſe Commiſſioned by bim, theſe will not be perſwaded thar if 
Qreen Elizabeth had by vertue of the broad Seal , (broughr ro 
her in Sanctuary by rhechen Arch-Biſhop of Terk) arrayed and 
armed men againſt Richard Duke of Gloceſter , poſlefſing the per- 
ſon of King Edward he 5th. ſhe had thereby become a Traytor , 
theſe men rhink it nor impoſſible for Exgland again to ſee a per- 
fidions PcoteRor of thepetſon of an Intant-King , and tremble 
cothink rhat this Declaration may become the $4fs of Treaſon , 
and Gaard of Rebellion, if forme Ruffiavs ſhould (which God de- 
fend) ſeize the perſon of a King, heis a man from whom Com- 
miſſions may be by fear extorred, whereby rue Loyalry muſt be 
on their fide, and Treaſon 6n. the parr of the Kings Counſel , 
Kindred & Miniſters of State,if Arming againſt his Perſon, by his 
Anthority though on ſuch a pretence, quo poſits abſurdums ſequent 
neu eff ponendans ; Bur Sir, theſe are a Noli me tangere which we 
ſhall not defend, 


Caſe V. 


Caſe 5th,, Whether it be Lawful to declare that we will Conforme, to the 
Pa.19:32 Litturgie of the Church of England , as it « now by Law 
Eſtabliſhed. 


TY Sir,is the ſecond part of the (Declaration to which you 
have ſaid little, and we ſhall ſay leſs, only mind you that 
this declaring Our Aſſent and Conſent tothe uſe of the Ziturgie ; 
the foregoing Declaration doth determine Or unfeigned Aſſext 
and conſent to the Things and Matters to be uſed; that nnaximity,is 
rhe ſpring and ſpurr , ground and guard of this promiſed Unifor- 
miry, 
- But Sir, we haſten after you to the Conſideration of the 
curd part of this Declaration, which concerneth the —_ 

eague 


[23] 
League and Covenant, which is, indeed, the Great Moxntaine in 
#ur 94,0 be removed by a fairh of Miracles; This you do 282in 
divide into three parts, irs Obligation, its unlawtulneſs in ics 
ſelf, and its Oppolition to the L1vs and Liberties of this King- 
dome , but your Reſolution is to the parricular Caſes follow- 
109, | 


Cafe VI. 


Woether we may lawfully declare is theſe words, F do hold Caſe &th. 

theſe lies no Obltgation an me noy any 04her perſon from - , mm 
the Oath commonly called the Solemn League and Coye- 
nant, to-endesuour any Alteration of Government euther 


in Church or State. 


1 "FO this, Sir, yourel{ us it is No great venture to ſayſuch 

who have taken the Crovenant may thus declare, This we 

confeſs is facile diftans, but the quod demwonſtranduw reftat'; the 

canvinceing demonſration of this hath made many learned men 

ſyeat , and appeareth, His labor, hoc opus, a knot cur bythe ſword 
of Aurhoricy, whilſt ic cannot be looſed by Religious Reaſon, 

2. We conſent © your conceffions to the conteſtors for the : 
Covenant ('viz..) That the Covenant iHegally taken and given may 
bind : Secondly , That it binds not to alteration of the Government 
of State: Thirdly , That the anlavful matter made it vord , ipfo 
fafto: Forrthly, That Mr, Crofton, andthe Covenanters-plea ds 
grant that the unlawful matier dath voig the Covenant ipſo fatto, 
Buc now Sir, give ns leavero call for your ſtrong Reaſons,” 

3. Here Sir, you pitch, and your work is to prove that the Cos 
Venaut ſo far as it engagetb the Taker: of it againſt Church Govern- 
ment to the Exftirpation, or change of it 1: unlanful, and ſinful in the 
matter of it; This made good Nobuc errs magins Apollo : We (hall 
therefore with all dilligence obſerve your motionin maintenapce 
hereof, 

4. Your ficſt onſer is by D:.Sawnderſons difiinRion of [wreamen= 
tum illicitum de ſe, F per accidens , and you grant che matrer of 
the Covenant, is not imply and of it ſelf nu/awful ; your Antage- 

nilt 


wi 


+ FS + 
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mſlye ſtrongly entrenched in this, and thence defend the Cove. 


nant againſt all ocher aſſaults , irhad been a noble Enterpriſe ro 
have beaten them ar this weapon; but a4 1mpoſſibrle nemo texea- 
tur : We joyn iſſues with you on the ſecond , and wiſh we may 
ſee you may prove the Covenant Ratione ſub jet; by the accidenc 
of its T akers condition and Capacityis unlawful inthe marrer of it; 
Yer Sir, 

5. We rauſt make bold to minde you that the learned Caſuilt 
(on whom you depend inthis Caſe and Determination) hath 
derermined with an Ordinary. his words are Hat Inramenta ords- 
narie nou obligant, ordinaric dice quia fortaſſe poſſunt dare Caſun n 
guibus Inramentum quod videtur alicn; legi communitatis aut v0- 
£&tions adverſart, Bl {5 non debwerit ſuſſeps ſuſeptum tamen poteſt 
obi;gars; Sir, we indy loofing, notbinding in thig grear Caſe,yer 
Cannot but ſay on all ſides the Covenant is confeffed to be an ex- 
tramdinary Oath,and it is a queſiion whether it can be broughc 
within your Caſuiſts Ordinerie, the advocates of the Covenant 
think ic no hard raske to bring the Covenant into your Caſuifts 
Exception, and {o conclude Suſceps non debuerit ſuſecptum tamen 
obligat, we leave it tothemif they dare to make ir good, our 
workisto weigh whar you ſay to the contrary, 

6. Addreffing your ſelf to your proof you have molt prudent- 
ly waved the us divinwws of your Church Government , which 
ro affirme Non mwltan ab in[ania differt ; you conhder the Co- 
venanters as ſingle Perſons, or as vinted in the great body of the Na- 
tion ; Now Sir, your field fills us wich areyiving murmer , of 
of which alas we muſt fit down and (ing. 

Expeiiata ſeges van iliufit arenis. 


Caſe V1. 


——_— 


[25] 
Calc VII. 


3 hetber az) pre: a'e or ſingle perſen can lawfully engeauour Caſe 7, 
the alteration of Church Goveramezt by teriue of the Co- 7. 36 
TErant. k 


8; J R, This (you ſay) ſcemerh mich to be the proper Caſe, be- 
cauſe the Parliament which impoſed the Covenat are diſſol- 
ved ard become private perſons, Bit Sir 

_ 2, Doyounot here build on a Petro principis ? Thar the long Par- 
liament is »et diſſolved, we date nor tay ; bur it hath been ſaid : and 
thoſe words in the Stature which concerneth their continuance, 
what ſoever ſpall happen or be dene to the diſſolving them ſhall be void 
and null, are a one at which our Conſciences cannot but ſt mblz 

whilſt we are in obedience co p:eſent Laws ſubmithvely filenr, 

3. You conclude the Covenant to be onely private and-perſonal 
an obligation on /ing/e-perſons: bur Sir, Mr. Crofton hath afficmed, ir 
1s publick and National, Iuramentum reale obliging all the Nation, 
and all after- Generations, fide Anglorum thereby engaged. This he hath 

emonlirared beyond our capaciry of contradition and enforced by 
the conſentient judgement of 6co. Divines molt of them yet liv- 
Ing. You, Sir,are pleaſed to rell vs,you have not uſed one Argyment 
aniwered or prevented by Mr, Croften; yer Sir, you nor any other Pa. 138, 
have not ſomuch as atreinpredan Anſwer to this Poſition of Mr, 
Croftoxs which ſiands intire and unaflavhed, $320 

4. Youſvppoſe each fingie perſon who ſwear the Covenant in 

ſuch a Capacity as to be conciudent by your ſi.bſequent Arguments; 
The Truth isour Age@1ons are ſ1ch, as make us with it were fo, bur 
to ſatishe our Conſciences in ebjuri»g (you are angry at that word, 
we will therefore ſay diſclaiming, ) rhe Obligation of the Covera, 
we miſt have ovr Jadgements convinced ic 1s ſo, becauſe onr De- 
Claration doth diiclaim the OQbligation of the Covenant 'on o:7 
ſelves or any othe? perſon ; whi.h cannar be doneitw2 conceive any 
perſon to have rakenit who is not in the ſame common Capacity 
with onr ſelves, 
5. Upon theſe ungranted Principles vou con.lude , for ſnch bo 
D {tan 


Ax :4lepſes 
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fandingaged by a publick -Covenanc again? a ſertled Government, 
to endeavour the exſtirpation or change of it, is palpably finful ; both 
as ſuch a Covenanc, and (ſuch endeavours are againlt che Right of 
che King ; the Lawes of the Land, the priviledges of Parliament , 
Liberties of the Subject ; and former obligations laid onthe Na- 
tion, all Arguments of wetght; bur (© ſick of a Nolt me tangere, 
chat they ſonnd in our ears, a Ne plus ultra, Edge- tools which make 
your Antagonilis Cry Tol's legems, & fiat diſputati» Who dare tronch 
at them, did not your ſencures of us as Fares, Felones , proditores de 
ſe cur our conſciences and conlirain our conſideration and uemoſt 
endeavours of conviction ; we therefore affirming nothing, will ad- 
venture to Weigh your following demonlircation of the finful mar- 
cer of rhe Covenant in reference torthole particulars, 


'Caſc VIII. 


Caſe 8th, : 
as :8.29. Whethey toendeauour to alter the Government of the C burch be 


30. againſt the Right of the King. 
Caſe 1X. 


whether to endeavour thus again ft the Right of the King as 0b- 


Caſe »th, liged thereunto by the Covenant, be ſinful. 


Pa, 32.33, 


I. Heſe rwo Caſes contain your firſt Argument to prove 

k -— matrer of rhe Covenant finful and unlavwful, An An- 
tagonift would much quarrel at your method , management and 
rerms in his diſcourſe - bur we ſeeking ſarisfaRios. purſue your 
ſcope, and paſs by ſach Peccadilloes. 

2, Your major Propoſition is determined in your ſecond caſe, 
(viz..) that to endeavour againſt the Right of the King as oblieged 
thereunto by the Covenant, is ſinful, 

3. Inthis, Sir, we ſhall nor diſſent from you , we findMr, Crofton 
grant ie, candidly conceding to the Oxford Reaſons, [rhar no peace 

_ can be firm and well grounded which 1s not bottomed in Jaſtice, 
whoſe proper and adzquate aQt is [1 ſuum en1qne , DR Au- 
« thojicy 


C0 | 
horicy, Power and Liberty , of King , Parliament and SubjeR, be 
preſerved full and enrire ; ke therefore cryerh our Specifie the de- 
te& in this Covenanc as to theſe particulars, I canner read or un- 
derſtand if they be not all ſecured by the ſame] Truly Sir we cannoc 
bur do the Covenant char right, as toobſerve , it brndeth its Sub. 
jebt, to preſerve the Authority as well as the Perſon ot the King, 
and we cannot calily believe :t b:nderh,in any thing agaiokt the Kings 
Right. 

3. We hope, Sir,ve may wickour offence obſerve,the Kings Right 
of Prerogative is il pleaded by ſuch who themſelves deſpiſe and diſ- 
regard ic , diſobeying the directions of his Royal Declaration, con- 
cerning Ecclefiaftical affairs diftated by his Supremacy ip Eccleb - 
aſtical cauſes ; they give cauſero be ſuſpected ro throw itin the way 
of Antagoniſts as a ftambling (lone on which to break their legs or 
necks, who uſe ir as a flexping (tone inthe way of their unwarranta- 
ble rigour and ſeverity. 

4. Sir, weare ſo heartily devouted tothe ſervice of the King , 
that we dare not in the leatt decract from his Royal Prerogitive ; 
we welt know England hath 1ts Scaruce dePreregative Regis as Rome 
had her Lex Regia; we unteignedly wiſh this were amplified and 
made as legible as other Starures : yer, Sir, the ſevere cenſures paſ- 
ſed in Pa:htament upon Dr, Manraring , .and Sibthorp do loud- 
ly proclaim a poſſibility for Chucch-men, to ſcrue the Prerogative 
of the King beyond irs due picch , and the proportion of -Eag/ards 
Conltirution. 

5. Your Mw'or propoſition allowed, we might weigh your proof 
of 1h- Minor, (viz.)your Eighth Caſe, To endeavonr to alter the Go- 
vernment of the Church, is again the Right of the King. 

6. Toche proofe of this you cell us, icis againlt the Right of che 
Kirg as Ex2cntor 9f the Law : avd you align for your firft Reaſon, 
Chu: ch-Officers are the Krogs Commitlioners , & they taken away 
the head muii fall ; Good Sir give us a cleare Anſwer to theſe rwo 
Enquiries, | 

1, Are Ecclefaftical Officers eſſemtisl eo the Regality of the 
King; No Biſhep-»o K ing hath been an Eventnal , but is ita Moral 
eruth > Werethere-no Kings where there was no Biſhops? Were 
notKings in Nations, when-2ll \Church Government was inthe 
' Pape, and his Subſittutes ? Supremacy in Cauſes 'Ecclehaſtical my 
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add tothe glory but not the being of the King; Eraftus himſe 
would not (ay Kings ceaſe robe Kirg: if they minde, meddle not 
with, Church-ffaices; w2 are notyer perſwaded that a Royal head 
mult nzeds (tand on Religious Shoulders , and fall when theſe ace 
wichdrawn, 

2. Are theſe ſpecifical Commultoners eſſential ro the Kings 
Regaliry, that, Arch-Biſhops, Buhops &c, .caken away,this Head 
mit fall > May no: National, Pcivincial, ang Clailical P:esbyreiies 

ecome the Kings Commiſſioners in che (lead of Arch-Biſhops , 
Biſhops, Deans, Commiliaries , Chancellors, &c,? May not the 
Kings Supremacy cxlift in, and bz execuced over, and by them, {ib- 
{iicuredthereunto ? | | 

7. Your firſt 1fedinm ſeemerh tobe of little force to prove, To en- 
caymr ater Church acyermment is again't the Kift;s Rint ag þ,x- 
ecuto7 of the Law : yorrrextis more general (viz. }Contianly to 
enleavour ro ex: pice ths Gove. ninent of tae Church doth direct- 
ly oppoſe: the whole coufe of our lives agun!irrng Kings Gove ne 
ment; and thargtay you's the ſenſe ofthe Covenarters themelves, 

8. Sir, If yo: had ſaid, Toendeavour to ex{tifpare,dorh oppoſe vs ni 
to this Government the whole courſe of our affections,you hid in- 
deed ſpoken the Covenanters tenie;yet they wil: not [iickto extend 
jt to the whole courſe af our lives,under thoſe limitations, Acts layy- 
ful, our places and Callings, through the grace of God. BurgSic, they 
will cell you, Theſe are Acts of enge2vour for exttirpation, other then 
what you mentien: ſuch are theological difputation,fbmils ſuppli- 
cation,popular Groans,or Cotnplatncs of greivances by and under it, 
which are coniiften: wich ſebmitſion to ie-whillt exiftent, thus ic 
may be in all Corperations, and the Chuen is not excepred, 

9. Bur, Sir, ſome do and will deny chis Government to bethe 
Kipes Government,Eftabliſhed apd animated by the Laws. whereof 
It is his Rightto be Execncor: this you attempt toprove,anl in its 
time and place we ſhall conſider ; At preſent ler it be obſerved, this 
Government was not at firſt animated by the Kings authority , 
| Aced nor inthe Kings name, bur challenged ſomtimes a forin(e- 
cal, bur ever a Divine intrinſecal porer , for ics principle diftin&t 
| from, yea oppoſite to the Kings Authority : its ſubjects were with 
| much difſiculcy, and che pinch of Premwnire brought to the ſubmis- 
\fion ofthe Clergie, after which the Kings Laws have indeed _ 

re 
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ted, reſtraif\2d,reg'lated, di:eQ:9, and inſon2 things authorized? 

theſe G5v2cnoars , wi? yer Atting in their name, anJ unJzr thei 

own Seils, anlafh ming th:miclyes to be the upholding Eflencia 
ani-aation to Regalicy,by their Cry NN Biſhops nb King ; make Co” 
yenanters conceive, they yer think [corn to o va this Grovernmen 

as animared by che King anJ his Lwws, thongh they ob' edt ic as 2 

fon 3,0n watch chey witheo fee tht Oppyiecs rantheir heuds un” 

til chey daſh ont their brains, 

10, Yo furcher urge To endeavoty the alteratinnof Charch Govern- Fo, 30, 
ment is againſt the Right of the King as Legiſlator ; the Covenant 
bio{inz ro do,wichoucth® Kings conſent, & whether hewovld or no, 

It. Sir, to this we muſt tell you, we do not finde in the Cove. 
nin: 217 ſuch words as tht we ſhallenderyour ro exlitipare or alter 
the Government without cas Kings confer; nv dowe tinge inte 
an; words waizh by a tatr an g2p2in2 conilmation can bear any 
ſach ſence, and we fine the Covenanters do deny 1t : Mr, Crofion 
wm you molt afſaule doth own.che King. as chief, thovgh nor ne of 
ſol: Le2illitor, an4 allors As of enleavour to procure the Kings Poet og. 
conſent, ro which thz.Cavenant, hz ſaich,doch oalige, WII. 

I2, Truly thar limitation on the Covenant 1s {o jull,fal,and legt- 
ble (viz..) Through the grace of God in onr places ani Callings,that we 
Cannot bur yeild co Mr. Creften ; the defence of the Kings power, 
is nat repugnant to the durys of our parcicular Callings and Capact- 
ties, I hope , a Miniſter may by his preaching, or a Divine by Diſ- 
putation in the Schools endeavour the Correction , Reformation 
and Exſlirpation , of any Error , Herefe, Schiſm or Superſtition, 
and yer not intrench on his Majelities Jucisdiction,yea, inreferenc e 
ro a judicial Corre&ion, Reformation and Extticpation, which can- 
not bz dons without the Kings conſent, mens endeavour may 

2 in their places and Cillings by Counſel , Propoſals, Remon- 
trance, Perition and Supplication to procure his Majeſties conſent, 
and Authoricy - Sir, this limiration is (o clear, and comprehenſive 
that we think,sf the King pleaſe, is (0 ny conditioned in the Co- 
venant,that it muſt be pro-ured to effe& the exltirpation Covenan- 
red, only the Covenanters Rand obliged to a conſtant endeavour to 
perſwade and procure the ſame, x 

I3, The condition in which the King was when the Covenant 
was made , we cannot commend, we can not bur _ 
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hd condernn, Yet Sir,to do all menright, [che Meſſages, Remon- 
ſtrances,andPericiops of the rwo Houſes of Parligmenr,cthe confer- 
ence at the Ike of Fight, the Votes upon the Kings Cocellions , 
(rhough bar to ſuppoſed Epiſcopacy for three years, the violence to 
which themſelves were expoſed] do loudly wicneſs all faithful Co- 
venaters did conceive themſelves bound ro procure the Kings con- 
ſent , not ro exſtirpare this Government , as yon ſay whether che 
King would or no, 

13. Now admitting what youſay to be true , the Government 
of the Church is under the King, the alceration thereof did concern 
his power,& the King gave not conſent unto the Coveraiit,yet you 
finde ſomething doth intercept your concluſion; For Sir, chere are 
Acts of endeavour for Alteration and Exſtirpation , which ars law- 
ful proper to SubjeRs , and confilient with the Kipgs Execurive, 
and Legiſlative Right and power , yea unto the perſwading and 
pro.uring his Conſent and Concurrenceto and with the ſame. 

14, You Sir affirme the King did not conſent. unto che Coe- 
nant bur did Proclaime his diſſevc, 

I5. The Proclamation againſt the Covenant hath been often 
urged, andby the advocates for the Covenant admitted , yet it re- 
mainerh upon us 2dovbr, whether chere ever were any ſuch Pro- 
clamation ; we do not conclude it , but ſhall give you the grounds 
of ConjeRure : ( 1. ) Wenever ſawir,nor Copy of it, ( 2. ) The 
Anticovenaters, neither Oxford Reaſons, Doctor Largbain, Do- 
Ror Ganuden who laid much ttre(s upon it, have ever produced ir , or 
tranſcribed ics Copy ; DoCtor Featly his Ghoit (as Mr, Crofton 
callerh ir ) gives us by miftake the Pro-lamation againit the Vow 
and-Covenant , inltead of the Proclamation againtt the Solemne 
Leage and Covenant : (( 3. ) His Majelty in his Meditations on 
the Covenantmaketh nomenrion of ſuch Proclamation , and only 
agoravaceth the ſame as impoſed withour his conſent, not againit 
his Incerdit, 

T6. 'Sir, bepteafed ro help ns to a copy of this Proclamation,and 
idforra vs where rofmderthe Original , for untibic beproducedrhe 
Anticovenanters have 110 ground 'on which 'to fiand , por can the 
Obligation be (wirhont it.) voided ; your Probleme wherhe: the 
Kings'furure confent covld revive it, doth fall, until irappear he did 
folly formerly yoid ir, 
| I7, Sir 
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17, Sic we readily ſubcribe Ameſizes his rule [ Datur irritio jura”- 
ments aliquande per Swuperrores but it muſt be [1n1illa 1pſa materia int 
Superiores circa quam verſatar juramentuns) But fit Mr, Crofton bath 
cold usthe Effect cannot be produced without the conſent and con- 

Ccurrence o' Superiors, but the Act abour which the Covenant doth 
converſe and co which it doth obliege is fully within the power of 4«:/cp/. 
the inferior or ſubje&; he urgeth from the Reverend Biſhop of Lin- Analc|th. 
61s: [ix quen guar quigarudet uſm rations, ita plene ſub alterins pro P23: 1:1 
teftate eſſe,quia ut fit quantum ad 4/1944 ſaltem ſui juris] and it inter- 

rerh, I hope no adult child, on obſervation of the icregulaticies in 

the Gove:nment of a Family ſhalt be barred from vowing in his 

place and calling, to his power and capacity, to reform the ſame ; 
ex(tirpation is a parental Act, bur the child may endeavour , and he 

doth conclude of this Covenant [Obligat hec genus juramenti nw 

ad effeituns ſed conatum] Again Sir, The Superior muſt in the day he 
heayeth of it rennends renuere, tollends tallere; you mult let us ſee 

thg Proclamation before we can conclude ourSvperior did thus vo1d 

this Oath, 

r1$, Sir, your Proclamation allowed, you are of Divines the fic, 
who hath made ira Pcobleme , Whether the Kings after conſent 
could revive the voided Oath, Secunde cogitationes ſunt meliores, Pa- 
rents may, on ſecond thoughts, allow whart in pafſion they may cov- 
demne, their condemnation is not tatal , and irrecyocable, The ca- 
ſviſt Prelate hath derermined Impoſſibility arifing from the right DoR.Saxu 
of another may be removed by after conſent ; and this once remo- 4/01 
vedthe Oath binds ; It is not clear the late King did voidthis oath, 
bur ir is clear he did declare Good men ſhould beſt pleaſe God and me 
bykeep ng the Covenant, And as things now Rand doth witneſs this 
Declaration ro be the reſult of ſerious and ſecond thoughts, 

19. You Sir, incloſe of your Argument, tell us The ſword cut off 
the hard bargain for ſuſpenſion of Epiſcopacy for three years, and the 
#bjeftion withit ; Let us make bold to tell you, the ſame ſword 
brovghr our ſucceding Superiour under a more and expreſs aſſent un- 
ro this Oath, and mandate to all his ſubjeRs to advance it : Sir ir is 
a Probleme which we cannot reſolve; Whether political parents be- 
ing changeable, (Oe Generation paſſeth and another cometh) he who 
ſuceeding exifterh our preſent Parent do not by his mangate ob- 
lige us to the Oath diſallowed by his Predecefſor, whoſe m— 

ye 
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dyed with nth. Sir, we ofer this ro be conſidered ; we do not con- 
clude it : fo; foto do who ſeerth nor it 1s neither ſafe nor prudent, 


Caſc X. 


whether the covenanting to endeayour the ex/i:7pa 08 of E p:ſ- 
copal Government, be againſt the Lanes, and cor ſequently 
VT ful. 


I, Ourre lotion to this Caſe is mo?-what a recapiculation 

of your former Argument obnoxious to much exc2prion, 

but we reſolve not to ſtumble at termes and exprefſions, bur to 

weigh the ({trengrh of Reaſon, ſeeking ſatisfaCion to our conſcien- 

ces, that ii poſſible we might again recover our Livings , this (we 

note} urgeth your ſecond Argument , to prove the matter of the 
Covenant unlawful becauſe againſt the Liws, 

2, You obſerve, Mr, Crofton, 2nJ the Covenanter plea dEny 
Fpiicopal Government co be Eltabliſh2d by Law, which,ſlay you,to 
prove , is a taske impotſible, Thar 1s true, far they cannor prove a 
Negative, if you make g001 the contraty you do the work as pro- 
per for you, as Negatios is proper to them, Afirwanti ineumbit pro- 
batio, 

3. Bur, Sir,your plain ditinRion will nor ſerve the preſent turne, 
It1s this, we endeavour agarnſt Law when the thing 1s Eft abliſhed by 
Laz, or canzot be Eſtabliſhed withont Law : Pray Sir,is it againlt 
Law for SubieRts, mach more Legillators ro endaevour the sltera- 
tion, yea the abrogation, of ſome Laws and things thereby eltabli- 
ſhed; this is that your Antagoniſts aftkrm mult b: proved and 
broughr into the concluſion to prove the matter of the Covenant 2- 
eain't Law, and conſequently fyful : May notan obedienc Son of 
the Church, burdened with ſome Adminiſtration, anthorized by 
Law, endeavour by all juſt means and {wear he will ſodo, to have 
chat Law repealed, if ſo how poo 15 your plain dittin2ion, 

4, But you doubt not to aflert that ſuch an endeavour to Ext; te 
pie Church Government as was Covenamed was 291in!t the Law 
both Antecedent to the Covenanc and ſubſequent, this cone weuld 
much avail; we ſhall atrend your evidence, 5 
aſe XN * 
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3 Caſe XI. 


whether the preſent Government of the Church were Eſ{4- Caſe 11th 


bliſhed ty Law in England, before the taking of the Cove" 5": 
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b, O this, you profeſs you have no inſight into the Laws, 
bur ſo much is in the ſurface of chem, that you won- 
der at the doubt; we do Sir, believe you ; for in the Index of the 
ſtatute book, there is ſo large a Table of Biſhops , Arch-Biſhops, 
&c, that it may well be wondred that any ſhould doubr whether 
this Government be eſtabliſhed by Lary, But had you taken the 
pains to read and conſider the nature oi rhe Laws, you would find 
Fronts nulla fides, your inſight would find wanting what a ſvperfi- 
cial verive of the ſurface concludeth preſent, | 

2. The fallacioug uſe of,efabliſhed by law, is in your own fancy 

our Antagoniſts never did limir ic ro an appointment of Stature, 

ut have traverſed the Canon, Civil andCommon Law , and in 
none they find an eſtabliſhment by Law , bur have pur che aſler- 
tors thereof to prove ir,which task you have undertaken, and thus 
you argue, 

3. 1tit not pritty to obſerve that learned men ſhould be ſo far 
ſubdued by prejudice, as to queſtion, whether Epiſcepas] be eſtabli- 
ſhed by Law, when Epiſcopacy hath ſe long had au hantl in eſt abli- 
ſhing the law ut ſelf. 

4. This Argument hath, Sicliccle force, we ſhall nor be laugh- 
ed into a perſwahov, that Epiſcopacy is eltabliſhed by Law; and 
ſuch eſtabliſhment 1s a nox ſequituy ro the Legiſlative AR of Bi- 
ſhops ; ir cannot be both cauſe and effec, its prxexifiency tothe 
Law doth ſuppoſe unto it a more ſublime principlethen the Law, 
which we know not unleſs it be that of Nature, or Scriptute, or 
(as theCovenanters-plea doth well ebſerve)the Romane Papacy, 
which forinſecal power exiſtivg in Eg/and as otherNations Uſur- 
peda Legiſlative power , which it yer holdeth by this Epiſcopal 
root, 

5. Sir, Would it not be pritty to hear a Jeſuite retort and prove 

E your 
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our Argument , Crying is ic nor pricty to obſerve learned men, 

a Prelares are ſo far ſubdued © queſtion wherher the papacy 

were eſtabliſhed by Law, when the Papacie for a thouſand years 

eſtabliſhed yea made lawes to Chriſtian Nations , and diſpoſed 

their Crowns an Sceptetrs ; if laughing will do.ic the Papacy hath 

a good claim, and you ſeem ro us toadmir ſucceſſion in fat, a 

ſufficient cicle againſt the moſt manifeſt obtruſion, invaſion, and 

uſurpation which can be admitted, | 

* 6. Such Divines who found Monarchie in natnre,and proclaim 
Monarchs to be above the Law, wil give you little thanks for 
this Argument,which eſftareth their Title on an eſtabliſhment by 
law, becauſe they are chief makers of the Law ; bur you. proceed 
to fixther demonſtration of an eſtabliſhment by law. 

7. You ſay, you will yenture roftrike this ſcruple dead, by a 

itinQtion or two. 

- 8, Your firſt diſtinRtion is this , The law eftabliſheth by appoin- 
ting it de novo, or by allowing and greeting it ox all occaſions, The 
fiſt you yeild; the ſecond you hold upen, and thus inferr, Thus 
the Law doth ſufficiently efabliſh the- Government of the C harch 
wet onely by thoſe ſpecial lawes whichrelate unto it, but indeedin eve- 
rplawwhich expreſſeth the conſent and advice of the Lords Spiri- 
tall. 

9; A fair Eſtabliſhment, moſt lawes do indeed expreſs. the aſ- 
ſcent and advice of rhe Lords Spicicaal; we hops, Sir, you did not 
forget Lords-Abbors, and Lord Cardinal were fome of them, 

- Bur, Sir, is every Hypothehs in law an undeniable poſition > 
Will-Arguments, afa{to, conclude ad jus? and abeſſe a jure efſe? 
and yet, Sir, this only concludes for Biſhops , what becometh of 
Deans and Chapters, Commiſlaries and Chanſellors , &c, Ate 
theſe Lordsſpiritual-in the ſence ofthe Law ; they do indeed ex- 
erciſe a ſpiritual Lordſhip in the Church ; Will an Argument 
from perſons of exiſtence in ſuch a capacity conclude an Efta- 
bliſhmens of things ? Lords Spiricual were in Parliament, Ergo, 
the Governmenc of the Church 'by Arch-Biſhops. , Biſhops , 
Deans, Chapters, and thar Hyrarchie were eſtabliſhed by Law , 

_ will: you ſtand by this Argument > 

To, That Biſhops, or Lords Spiritual were in Parliament » De 
fatto ,is granred, but que jure, is the queſtion, the Romans _ 
re 
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cell you by the Popes Spiricual Power, nd the Covenanters 
think how ever they are there preſerved they were firſt planted by 
that Forinſecal Power, 

11, Your nextDittinion is this; hs Government ac to its effice is ns 
before the Law,bnt as to its exerciſe it is Eftabliſhed by Lawerfor its 
Name!t, Inriſdi tons Crimes and Puniſhments , are mentioned inthe 
Lawes. | 

11, The firſt of theſe we allow yon, bat tell you that is the 
thing in debate, for the Eſtabliſhment of a Government is the 
Creation of ſuch an Office , in Execution of- which, men ſhall 
have the Power , Titles, Names, and Honors of ſuch Officers : 
And herein your Government muſt be yielded ro be the Popes 
Crearure; for we find no Englith lawes which eyer framed or 
founded the ſame, 

12, A$stothe Exerciſe of this Government in its way and 
order, by Courts, Canons and viſications , we muſt tell you we 
find its n1mes, Crimes and ſome puniſhments inour Lawes) 
yet we queſtion whether it were Eſtabliſhed by Law) becauſe we 
find theſe things are inſerted into our Zawes ) to limit, regulate 
and refiraine the ſame, which exiſting from a Forinſecal Power, 
grew exo' bicant , and called for Boundaries , from our municipal 

awes which rides ic with a prohibicien as ics bridle , andrſcourg- 
erh it wich a premmn're; Both which Writts do know itto be a 
Power and Governmene diſtin& from that ERabliſhed by Zaw, 

I 3, Sir, This 1s far from an Eſtabliſhment by Law , be not of- 
fended if we cell you Uſury hath as good an Eſtabliſhment by 
law as this amounteth unto, it is limited, regulated, reſtrained by 
law, and kept under the Cudgel of the Statutes again/t Extorti- 
on, But I pray you is it ſo eſtabliſhed by law, that the oppreſſed 
poor man may not ſwear, he will in his Place and Calſing endea- 
your the Exitirpation of biting Uſury or pinching Prelacy, 

14. Tour third Diſtinit ion is this Government Efabliſhed by aSta- 
tute immediately appointing ſuch aForme or immediately by 2Stathte Pagi 45* 
impowring a Perſon to Commiſſionate ſuch Gevernours to the burch. 

I5, The fiſt of theſe you grant, your Government hath nor, 
nor do you prove the ſecond your Argument doth at moft con- 
clude for Governours, and the Queſiton is about the Frame of 
. Government: Your Proof is for Governors, indefinite, and we 
E 2 have 
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have told you the Supremacy of rhe King may exiſt in, and ope. 
rate by, Church Governoucs under other Appellations ; We do 
not ſay, men-mutt Exſlirpare Governors, they may ſubfiſt, when 
their capacities are changed, bur a full Etabliſhmenc of this Spe- 
cial Government by Arch-Biſhops,Biſhops.$c,we are as ready to 
ſeek, and as fatr from finding now we have read your diflinions, 
as we were before, h 

15. What you urge concerning the Common Law , common 
uſageis ſo fully obviated by the Covenante:s-Plea, that we ſhall 
ſay nothing toir; onely let us tell you ; Preſcription is a poor 
Fence to Uſurpation, and a bad Guard for a Power in its origo 
manifeſtly Forinſecal, Uſury 1s a common uſage , yet no-man 
will ſay,it is finful and againſt lawYor men to ſwear in their Places 
and Callings, they will endeavour to exſlirpate an evil cuſtome 
though a common uſage. 


Caſe XII. 


; Whether the Covenapt taken firſt can oblige againſt a futare 
Law ? x 


I, | Ciſe you urge an Eſtabliſhment cf Epiſcopal Go- 

vernment, by a Law made ſince the Covenant was taken; 

But, Sir, you herein move upon a Petitioprincips: , and conclude 
what we muſt make bold to deny, 

2. We have peruſed the late Statutes, and finde indeed Biſh- 
ops reſtored ro ſome priveledges which hadbeen denyed tothem, 
and this Government is guarded againſt ſome Batceries ro which 
it was obnoxous ; both theſe are ſpeciallities , under which che 
Government is left to ſtand on its old bottome , for it hath not 
received any more expreſs Eſtabliſhment then ir had before ; 
Now, Sir, if Uſery,ſhould by anew Law,be reſtored to Eight per 
Cewt, we hope it had not acquiredany new Eſtabliſhment which 
fhould make the endeayour of its exſtirpation any more foul 
chen before, 

3. We muft make bold to tell you, you read without book 
when you ſay this Government # Eft abliſhed by the Aft for Wnifor- 
mit), 
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wity,that ſo nanch 45 endeavour: of alteration are probibited,&+ Mimi, 
ſters are bound to declare they may nat ſo much as endeauonr againſt 
it ; For Sic imple endeavour is not by this Law probibiret, nor 
is this tobe declared againſt , which cecrainly were deſtructive 
to the liberty of che SubjeR, and priveledge of Parliamens, who 
malt have a freedemeto the alceration of Laws as they prove in- 
convenient, | 

4: This L1w doth binde Miniſters to diſclaime a p:inciple,noc 
to diſavow 2 power in themſelves, todeclare that the Covenant 
doch oblige to endzavour, not that endeavour ſhall be imply un- 
lawful , they are not bacced from lawful endeavours on g 
oround, and woful expecien:e of the evil of this Government , 
Þartromim Yoving the Covenant to provoke the ſam2; from 
a ſpectal,to conclude generally, isnogood Argumentation, 

5. Your firſt prepoſition failing doth [ave us the labour of diſ- 
cuffing the ſecond , how far an Oath may binde againſt Law ; 
we ſhall only tell you that your Antagonitts cry out that you con- 
clude this alſo in our Caſe on a Petitze princips! , taking for gran- 
ted what they deny, As: 

I, That this Governmet is in itſelf Lawful , which chey ſa 
is ſinful, | 

2, That inconveniences may not neceſſitate and warrant av 
alceration, and lawful endeavour roalter , or remoye a thing in 
ic ſelf lawful, and by Law ERabliſhed, x 

3. That this Oath was privace and p2rſonal by fingle men, and 
ſo ſquare to the Caſe of your Jeſuices ; which they ſay , and 
Mr, Crefton, as w2 before told yo1, hath averred to be 


publick Pa. 133, 


an] Nuionl, ſworn by the p2ople ColleRiycly , and Diftribu- Se 5. 


tively conhidered, 
4- Thar the Oath of che p2ople ſo ſworn, layeth no barr on 
the L1ws, D2crees, or AR of the Migiſtrate , the contrary 
whereto Mr. Croftox hath afſerted from the Oath of 1ſrae/ hind- 
ring Sauls L1w, and Oath againſt 3xathan, to which you have 
eiven nothing in anſwer, we chink few Politicians will conclude 
che ſubjeRion of Political Children co be fo fully and formally 
puerile, as you ſuppoſe it is, 
& We, Sir, inhſt not on theſe things, becauſe we undertake 
not to become your opponents, we only crays leave _ you 
no 


| 4 3h 

know-, Oathsare ſacred things and Poſt-lawvar2 8 ready Papacie 
ro abſolye thern, according to your Divinity, we have (worn al- 
legiance-to , ahd at acknowledgement-of the Kings Supre- 
maCy, and cannot be willing his Majeſties SyubjzeRs ſhould be 
made to beleive a Law by a Queen Mary: Parliament will ab- 
ſolve rheir Confciences-and Oath, Yer we are not convinced 
that it is ſimply unlawful for Princes ro give up their power , or 
part chereof unto ſome forreigne Porentate , but we forbear be- 
cauſe theſe trings are not firuck with Pradence or Piety ; Theſe 
affirmed ſonnd Atheiſm and Irreligion, theſe denied ſound Trea- 
ſon, or at leaſt Sedition, ; - 


Caſc XIII. 
Caſe 13th | 
"©. ate; ſubmitting to the Penalty annexed, be 4 due 


fulplling or obeying the Low in the point of Conſct- 
ence. | 


1, ClIr,To what you urge 2gainſt ns in this. Caſe,we ſay,Firſt 


you ſnppoſe that to be in the Layy which we finde not 
to be in it, as we have before noted, | 
- 2, you ſtate your Caſe to narrow , when you cone it ro a 
ſingle AR, of obedience ro a fingle Law , we well know who 
foſuffers by a Law, ſuffererh as a rranſgreflour of the Law, which 
1s fulfilled by puniſhing him, whoſe Act was not conforme.unto 
it;The Caſe, Sir, we conceive ought to be thus tated, 

Is not a quiet and chearful {nubmiſfon to the Penalty afſigned 
by a Law commanding an A& which conſcience (judging ſinful ) 
doth inhibit a formal AR of that Conſciencious obedience , 
Chriſtianity binderh'us ro yeild to all Svperiors. 

This Sir was the honour of che Chriſtian Leagions , that they 
were willingly led by droves tothe Slavghrer-hovfe . and did not 
run into Murtinious and Rebellions routes , rhough armed with 
power when commanded to {m,Chriftians asChrift have a formal 
obedience unto the Croſs ; This Siris yet our Comfort, though 
we be tranſgreflours to this fingle Law, we are by Lopiny 

a 
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and ſincere obedience refigned in. che towillof our Soveraigne 
Lord the King , and Conſcience to do what is commanded , or 
cheerfully ro ſuffer what is adjudged, is the ſecurity of human 
peace, and order, 


Cale XIV. 


Vyhbether to endeavour the Exficrpateon of Church Govern- 
ment by virtue of the Covenant, netwithflending the Laws 


tothe contrar y,be not aqurnf the Preveledye of Parliament Caſt 14h, 
TA | . Pai 67: 


and conſequently finf, 


I, His Sir you affirme , and about it make many words , 
which yer reach nor the leaſt ſatisfaction to.ous minds 
becauſe you take for grapted things.d "ho ; 

Firſt, That the Covenant was an Oath, private and perſonal; 
good Sir will you pleaſe 40 relLus,, whether Exglaxd is nota ſub- 
zeR capable of a real Oath, as well as other Nations, conſider 
the nature of a real publick & National it nat bindeall 
Succeſlonrs to, or againſt ſome ſpecials? Was the Law of Saul , 
the P.inces: of 1ſrae/ againſt the Gebeonzes, to pegs, Why 
ſhould they and all other Conyentions of them be. bound by the. 
Oath of /oſhng, and the Princes wick him ? Pray > Reſolve Mr. 
Crefren thatche Solemne League and Covenant 1s: not /uraneur 
tum, real, 

Again, Sir, is the Cexata of a private capacity conhftent with 
the freedome of all Parliaments > This ſ@-pinched uporr you that 
you are conſtrained ro cry, then keep:your Covenant, yer you 
call on ns to declare we are not bound co entleayour, 

_ Sir, weigh well theſe two, that Conventms larum may 
binde themſelves and ſuccefſours , and lawful endeavour is ſu: 


J#ris toevery man ,, and evince the Injuſtice or violence done 
to priveledge of fucure Parliaments if you can, | 


Caſe XV, 


Caſe 15th, 
Pa, T4, 


[49] 
Calc XV. 


VVhetber it be lawful to endeavour the Exftirpation of E- 
prſcopacy by wertue of the Covenant, notwithflandimg the 
AFR of Parliament. | 


N this Caſe, Sir, we cannot but obſerve you do, HMagne conate 

ſudare de verbo, ſweat much at the Word Endeavour; ender- 
vouring to ayoid it rather rhan _ ubderſiand or explain; - After 
which you not only leave us unſatisfyed, but engaged morethen 
you found us, | | ; 

2.Sir, You cannot poſſibly deny but that there'are more wayes 
of Endeavour then by Violence and Sedition,: chough you keep 
ſuch only in your eye,and have an kearrt ſo affeed againftrheCor- 
venant , that you could wiſhrhere were no other ; and ſeem pin- 
ched that your Antagoniſts doexplain Places and Callings » to li. 
mit Endeyour to At juſt and lawful, Yer you are conſtrained 
co tell ns to ſnch Endeavenrs the Covenant doth binde, and the 
AG doth not require us to diſclaime, 

3. You haye profeſſed ro explain the meaning of this word 
Exdeavour,and appear avgry that none hath done it before, and 
yet you bay not given us any Erimologie, Acception, or Inter- 

etation of the word ,' only you have pitched on ſome ſpecial 
AQs, by which endeavour may opezare, which inthe height of 
prejudice you improve ro ſhew your diflafftefion to the Cove- 
nant without giving the leaſt ſartsfaRtion to thoſe for whoſe ſake 
you profeſs you have written, 

4. Afeer all that is ſaid by you, we mnſt enquire if any of the 
As of endeayour,you obſerved be lawful ; or,if there be lawful 
AQts of endeavour, which you have not obſerved ; Muſt we diſ- 
claime chem ? Are nor theſe poſitive duty > You have determi- 
ned theſe in the Aﬀfirmirive ; Bur Sir, we will goe to the ut- 
moſt - Is it no poffible for thoſe very Acts which bear in your 
eyes the worlt aſpeCt ro become lawful endeavours, (viz,) The 
Miniſter to prea.h, the Lawyer to plead , and the Souldier to 
fight againſt Epiſcopacy , if by any praviouseudeayours , King 
a 
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and Parliament can be perſwaded ro exllirpate this Government, 
and they make Laws to pluck ir up, bur irs ſubjeQts are Aubborne, 
and Rebell-rafing Belluns meer Epiſcopal, ſo that lawful Autho- 
rity requiceth theſe Acts, fromrtheſe Agents intheir places and 
Callingsto the utmoſt of their power, and untotheir lives end. 
Sir, the limication of Endeayour in the Covenant is ſo ſquare to 
Reaſon and Religion, that rage may rendic Religious,reaſon can- 
not releaſe the Covenaters from it. 

5. Sir that we may if poſible obcain ſatisfaftion , we ſhall 
give our apprehenſiovs of this Clauſe in the Covenant, that if 
you Can evince our error or its (infulneſs , you may pleaſe to 

© it, p 

6. Sir, The words of the Covenant are theſe, ee pes inlike 
manner, that is, fiucerely, really, and conſtantly , through the Grace 
of God in our Places and Callings, endeavony the Exterpation of Pre- 
Lacy , viz, Church Governmext by Arch-Biſheps, Biſhops, their 
C \ 4m and Commuſſionaries , Deanes , Deanes and Chapters, 
Arch- Deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending on 
that Hierarchia, 

5, Thispromiſecontaineth init the Act Endeavour, the Ob- 
je& Exſtirpation, the quaile of the Act fincerely, really, and con- 
Rantly, Through the Grace of God in our Places and Callings. 

8. The Act is Endeaveny , an Act general and indefinite, 2 
word eaſy and plain to be underflood , and of a large Significa- 
tion, an A within the reach of every mans Arme , to be done 
by menin any Calling, or Capacity ; and able ro employ the ut- 
moſt power and skill, che Latin word is Comamen, or Conatin , 
the Greek wigs. or meegzov& Terpration, and in the Hebrew 
nap acquiſition by all or any means, ir Signifierh aperſonal 
AR, the leaſt perſonal AR, and the urmolt perſonal At what we 
can, and all that we cando, ic intendeth not the effeR, bur 2 
motion towards the effe&t; the lealt motion of our ſelves, and 
Natural power to that efteQ, a imple Conar; ro which Manibes 
pedibuſg, is an Adjun like that in Terence, timer ne ſe deſeras p. 
egone 1Þ#c conars queam, I cannot ſo much asendeavour it « this 
is che AR promiſed generally and indefinitely , without thoſe 
ſpecial As by which it muſt operate, 

9. This Act may be feeble feigned Language , and by fnful 
F means 


Analepſ. 
Ana levth, 
Paz: 37: 
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meany, It is therefore wn K Sons nalifted with ſincerity, 
realliry, and conſtancy, ſuch as maybe inbred by the Grace of 
God, and muit be {awful in our places and callings ; So that un- 
lawful Acts of Endeavours are abandoned, and all Hypocrife , 
Luke-wartmneſs, and Inconftancy of Endeavour .are to be avoi- 
ded, | Pas 
10, Upon the confideration of the AREndeavour,andi's quali- 
fication, We ſee nor how Mr. Craftons interpretation can be avoi- 
ded ; We have in the Covenant ſworn with very much caution, 
not toeffeR, bur in our Places and Callings, roendeavour - Bur 
this mnſt not be by a bare wiſh for purity , ahd then welcome 
corruptiop , a confent ro Reformation. and then a compliance 
withSuperſticionza faint refuſa),&rhen free receprion of the eftare 
to be Exſtirpared, noir mult be a flour and firenuous endeavour, 
withal force and feryour , as Dr, Sau»derfon in this caſe well no- 
cerh ; Obhigat hor genus jur amnenti non ad effeitum quens ſuppoui- 
m1 efſe immpoſſibilens , ſed ag conatum quars den [pes ulla ſuper: ; 
imaquo plures & majeres abijeiuntur difficultates , ea abmxizy co- 
nandums & fortioribus annimis eb intendum eſt, 

11, You ſee, Sir, the promitfe in the Covenan:: explained ; and 
it is plain chat the Covenanted-endeavour is by the Declaration 
ro bediſclaimed , nor will this diſclaimer admit of any fence in 
which you endeavour to conftrue it ; the Covenant bindeth to a 
general and indefinite endeavour , yet this, Miniſters muſt as ge- 
— and indefinitely diſclaim and declare againſt , which we 
(confidering endeayour is ſ#: j#ris to the meaneſt SubjeR , and 
moſt private man; and this endeayo * covenanted, muſt be order-- 
ly and regular in their places, andcaltings ; and Religious,through 
the Grace of God) cannor conſent to diſclaitn and delare a oz 
Ob1:gation on them who ſwear it, 

I 2, Sir, Having confidered the AR, we bear ſuch affeRion to 
Epiſcopacy ,that we would have paffed by the ObjeR of this Co- 
venanted At; You arepleaſed torell us it is a change in the Go- 
vernment : By alcering ſome things and letting the frame ſtand, 
not of the Government by pulling it down; And this ſence you 
ſay you gather from ſome moderate. Covenanters , who openly 
declared on a ſolemn occaſion, that might they ſee any material 
alteration in the Government , they ſhontd hold thetnſelves ſa- 
tisfiedas to the Coyenant inthat point, 13, Sir 
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« 3, Sir, Catthe Declaration of  fingleperſons t Cove» 
nanters derermine a ſence rpon the Covenatit , which the Logi- 
cal reſolution, and Grammatical conftruQtion of the words will 
nor allow ; We cannot bur commend Mr, Croftons Candor (be 
his Prudence what it will ) nor do we ſee how his Interpretation 
Can be fairly:avoided, Prelacy (a rerme though general in/igs fig- 
nification, yet by long and commen appropriation as obWous to 
vulgar capacicy to denoce a ſpecial kind. of Government in the 
Church , as Tyranny in the Common-Wealth.) refrained by a 
particular denomination, Hierarchy and ſpecifical deſcriprion of 
its enumerated parts, Arch-Bifhops, Biſhops, Deans, Deans and 
Chapters , Commiſlaries , Chancellors, and other Officers de- 
pendipg thereupon ,. not ip ſexſu compoſire (that the removeal of 
any one Officer might ſerve,) but ſeſ« complexo the Govern- 
ment containing theſe is to be ext{irpared not by mutation, mn- 
tilation, limitation, or regulation, buc utter abolition , we cons 
ſtir pe evellere. | * 2.24 1937 

- 14. Sir, Ifthe ſence of the Coyenant 'were - ſo far' as you do 
ſuggeſt, we can the leſs declare its ox ob{igation; for thar is , to 
diſclaim what you cannot bur on as and true, andto de- 
rermine ir doth nor bind , wherein it is manifeſt it doth bind 
thoſe who rook the ſame, ' and your (elf dare not deny irs-Obli- 
gation, | 


Caſe XVI. 


whether the Covenant be not again # the Liberty of the Suh. caſt 15th 
je# in this particular , and therefore ſinfull in its Pa 89. 


matter. 2 . 


I, y ho you affirme , and ro make good your Argument, 
you tell us of the hard uſage the Biſhops mer withal, 

being thrown our of the Houſe of Lords, 8c, Bur, Sic , Whar is 
this tothe Covenant, they were thus uſed before the Covenant 
formed, and by the conſent of the King; if they met with In- 
juſtice and Violence ſhall che Covenanc be blamed , it bound 
to noſuch thing , though to the = — of Exſtirpati- 
2 on 


#n of the Government , by all juſt and' lawful means, 

2. Youtell us the Biſhops and cheir dependents were a ſociery, 
had and their Free-holds and Imeerefts, Bur,Sir, remember ir was, 
Qua tales as Biſhops, and ſure, Sir , you will not deny this as all 
other ſocieties are fully, S#; ſuis, ro Parliament, as totheic very 
eſſe, ag well as Juriſdiction or Adminiſtration , to be wholly diſ- 
poſed-at their will , and by thzic Power ; We cannor beleive , Sir, 
you will in cooll blood, and on ſecond thoughts ſay , that for the 
King of Parliament to ſwear to Exſtirpate- any ſociety , it is as if 
a man ſhould fivear ro bring me his Neighbours Horſe; Mr, 
C roftoy hath averred Epiſcopacy to be mote fully and formally 
the Right of Parliament or King to diſpoſe of. 

3. You ſay, The Petition of Right cells us, it 1s contrary tothe 
Liberty of the Subje&to have an Oath. impoſed withont an AR 
of Parliament ; Bur, Sir, Mr, Creften hath told you and us , that 

Aanalepſ. the Petition of Right tells us no ſuch ching , he ſaith the words 
Amnalepth: of the Petition ate theſe ; Whereas many of them have had an 
Pa, 115: Oath Adminiſtred untothem , not Warrancable by the Lawes 
and Statutes of this Realm; And he Afirmes this Petition com- 
plaineth of ſome ſpecial Oath, Ex officio, or for diſcovery of the 
Subjeas Oath, he further rells us rhat Colledges and Corpora-- 
tions , conſiitured by the Kings Charter, give Oaths, which the 
Perion of Right complained not againſt , and yer they were not 
impoſed by A& of Parliament ; We do nor believe you will ſay 
theſe are againſt the Liberty of the SubjeR, Sir herein we muſt 
cell you your Argument is manifeſily prevented by what Mr, 
Crofton had ſaid, and ſo indeed in moſt that you haye written on 
chis, as on your other Caſes, 


Caſe XVII. 
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Caſe XVII. 


whether the matter of the ſecond Article in the Covenant 
be not againſt former Obligations, and conſequently $in- 


ful. . 


I, His you affirm, and to prove ir, you pretend toa three- 

Toa Obligacion, to which the Covenant is repugnanc, 

viz, Toobzy Authority, to keep our Oaths and Promiſes, and 
to ſerve the Church, "0 

2. The fict, yoa build upon your former. Principles , that 
th2 matter of che Covenant is againſt the Right of the King , 
the Laws of the Land, Pciveledge of Parliament, and liberty of 
the Subje&; which we conceive are all laid in the duſt-, your 
Conclufon muſt needs fall with your Promiſes, 

3. For the Oaths and Promiſes which were firſt upon ns, you - 
ſpzcifie the Oath of Allegiance, Supreamacy, and the Proreſta- 
tion: 5 May 1641. '1nall which you are ſo fully prevented by 
Mr. Crofton, who hath noted them ro be confiſtent with the Co- 
venant, that we cannot bur wonder you ſhould with ſuchconfi- 
_ impoſe on us, without a full anſwer to what is'faid by 

m, 

4+ One thing we muſt nor paſs, viz. Your Obſervation that 
the Proxeſtation, was impoſed by the ſame power , and taken 
by the ſame perſons, generally who took the Covenant, which is 
enough by Mr, Creftoxs Logick) to make ir publick and National; 
Sir, we believe Mr, Crofton would nor (tick to allow you the Na- 
tionality of the Proteftation ; yer we obſerve it wants one ma- 
rerial thing in Mc, Croftoxs account, neceſſary to conſtitute Jar - 
mentuns reale, and therein ir doth differ from the Covenant : The 
Proteſtation was ſworn with an /, A. B. by that perſonal name, 
which periſhed wich the Takers thereof ; bur rhe Covenant was 
ſworn by thoſe real Capacities, Noble-men, Knights, Gentle- 
men., Cirizzns, Miniſters of the Goſpel, and Commons ot all 
ſorts, which paſs ;amd will paſs to our Succeflours; whilſt England 
ts England, 

4; Your 


b 4 » o wh = 
- —* « 
- i. [ ey % - 
: 8 ” 
atk x 
"»* 


; 46 

. 4. Your laſt Oligation is our 51 to the Church , ſoperſe- 
ded by the Covenant ; Bur, Sir, youdo nor tell vs whether ic be 
Nacural or by Accident , mans Corrupt nature interpoſing be- 
rween thar AR and our Service to the Chnrch. Sir, we conceive 
the beſt of Aﬀtions may be as capable of an Impeditivuns ben; , 
by che incervenient inhibiting Dectee'of Ceſar; and we are to 
be ſatisfied, that in.thac caſe , rhe guilt of non ſervice to the 
Church is chargaable onour Soul , we may not fin that good | 
ſhould come thereof, | 


The Concluſion. Y 


Contluſion: 
E have,Sir,confidered your great undertaking,tocharge 
Sin on the matcer of the Covenant, in which, Sir , we 
nuſt ſay 'you have not ſpoken any thing of ſatisfaftion to us , 
nor Rational contradition to thoſe whom you pretend to An- 
ſwer. 
2, Finding the matrer ofthe Covenant lawful , we are not ſo- 
licitous concerning the Mode of irs impolition; we could eafily ſ 
declate whatin that Caſe is required from us; We therefore not 
appearing as your Antagonilis , ' but ſeeking ſatisfaRtion to our 
main doubt, which is, how we can decl#re the Coyenant doth nor 
oblige us nor any other perſonto Endeayour , ſhall abide wholly 
filent as to your next three Caſes concerning the AR and power 
of the rwo Houſes, the unlawfulneſs of the Oath, andiillegaliry of 
the Impoſicion, - | 4 
3» Weare, Sir, ſorry to ſee you ſo obnoxious in many expreſ- 
ſions, to correRion of your Antagoniſts , if avy of them durſt be 
ſo hardy as to undertakean anſwerto you , as indeed you are; 
Bur, Sir, this is not our work , we are ſatiafied- in our ſelyes , that 
howſoever men count us, Fares, Felones, and Proditors, de ſe, we 
canappal roour Judge, Conſcience is the cauſe of our choice of 
that ſad condition in which we are ; Whilt we can conclude with 
that learned Caſuiſt. the late Reverend Biſhop of Lincoln , Fura- 
wentum de re non illicita, fit aliunde illicitum, ex alique externo de- 
feitu, vel propter aliquam indebitam cirenmſt anſtian: reſpettn alt us 


jurand: poſit ebligare , jurantem ad implendum quod fangs L | 
-/ thovg 
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- though we were not advancers of the Covenant, when firſt impo- 
' ſed, though we are no Advorares for the Covenant to be diſclai- 


med, we are ExpeQants of Gods avengement of the Covenanc 
now it hath been taken; and do beleive ic is preſumption, Nox 
ferenda quod pulvis & cinis aſſumeret poteſtate in anferend; obliga- 
tiovem qua homo obligatur Des: Wetheretore yet dare nor , can- 
not, will nor declare the Covenant doth not oblige me or any 
other perſon to endeavour our alceration of the Goyernment in 
the Church , Bur if you have more clear demonſtrations that we 
may ſo do; We haye attention and conſideration for the ſame , 
W2 ate, Sir , Breth 

Your Brethren praymg for the Peace, 
Ot. 16. | though not conformeng to the whole, 


1662, _ of the ordey of Englands Church. 
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